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Darwin 2009 Festival: Introduction 
 

Darwin’s theory of evolution is more passionately debated and discussed today than at any time 
in the century and a half since it was first announced. His ideas form the basis of modern 
biology and are fundamental to many aspects of contemporary medicine. They are explored by 
historians, theologians and novelists, debated within psychology, philosophy and sociology, and 
get a mention most days in the mass media. Yet the public debate about evolution, for all its 
significance, is notoriously ill-tempered and ill-informed.  
 
The Darwin Festival offers a special opportunity to bring these fragmented discussions together 
at a time when the debate is particularly relevant. Our aim is to create a public forum for 
considering the consequences of evolution, genetics and other subjects pursued by Darwin and 
his successors. Among the manifold activities planned for 2009, a clear focus is vital: an 
occasion to bring together different fields of expertise at the highest level while simultaneously 
encouraging the widest possible public participation. Cambridge, so closely associated with 
Darwin, offers an ideal stage for this international event. 
 
The Darwin Festival is designed to encourage public involvement, and will create links between 
diverse organizations that span galleries, museums, shops, the streets, and the lecture and 
conference halls. The programme of activities, with its range of distinguished participants, will 
bring leading geneticists, evolutionary biologists, historians, artists, sociologists, theologians, 
philosophers and the public together to debate issues of health, race, gender and social 
behaviour, all in the light of current knowledge and understanding.  These discussions, through 
media partnerships and international linkups with organizations such as the British Council and 
The Naked Scientists Radio Show, will engage audiences elsewhere in Britain and throughout 
the world. Events we have planned range from public lectures and panel discussions, to theatre 
and performance poetry involving young people. 
 
Close links have been established with other events planned for 2009, both in Cambridge 
(including a major exhibition on Darwin and the visual arts being held at The Fitzwilliam Museum 
in conjunction with the Yale Center for British Art) and also throughout Britain and the rest of the 
world. Darwin, through his remarkable network of correspondents, knew how to turn a local 
phenomenon into one with a global impact. Modern technology makes this global outreach 
much easier and it is possible to combine the advantages of an intimate setting in Cambridge 
with a participation of a world wide international audience. 
 
For all the differences between Darwin’s world and our own, contemporary biomedical science is 
quite as disruptive, exciting and revolutionary today as the Origin was for the Victorians. The 
shifts in conceptual framework that will occur, not least through our understanding of the human 
genome, its impact on who we are and how we interact with the world around us, will provide 
challenges at least as great as those faced by Darwin and his contemporaries. The Darwin 
anniversary is not only a cause for celebration, but also for reflection and reasoned discussion 
about the implications of current research in the years ahead. 
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Festival aims: 
·   We shall explore the past, present and future of the natural world in the light of 

evolutionary understanding.  
·  We will  cultivate a deeper appreciation of science, history and the arts and 

encourage an informed understanding of Darwin’s theory.  
 
The Festival core is aimed at an audience made up of members of the public, school 
students (16+), university students, teachers and other professionals, academics and 
specialists. A schools and family programme is also being developed. The Festival is 
expected to attract at least 10,000 participants during the week-long celebrations in 
Cambridge as well as a global audience of several million via radio, pod and videocasting. 
 
The Festival programme 
 

·  Morning Talks and Debate Sessions. These combine brief lectures and panel-led 
discussions from experts from around the world covering broad subjects and a 
variety of perspectives. These sessions are aimed at the entire Festival audience 
both locally and internationally. Darwin’s impact on modern science, social sciences, 
human nature, belief and the arts will be presented and challenged. Presenters 
include Gillian Beer, Richard Dawkins, Randolph Nesse, Sarah Hrdy, Dan Dennett, 
Scott Gilbert, Cynthia Kenyon, Robert May, Martin Rees, Matt Ridley, Steve Jones. 

 
·  Afternoon Focus Sessions. These are smaller sessions aimed at people with 

knowledge and enthusiasm for the key areas of science, medicine, theology, 
philosophy, social science, the arts and science communication. A variety of 
presentation formats are planned including video, readings and object-oriented 
interpretations in addition to talks and discussions. These sessions examine in depth 
the impact of Darwin on the current state of science and society. 

 
·  Throughout the day Explorer sessions will feature tours, exhibitions and workshops 

drawing on the University’s museums, gardens and colleges which, between them, 
hold the world’s largest collection of Darwin’s plant, animal, geological and fossil 
specimens, his published and unpublished works, correspondence and notes. 

 
·  Twilight Lectures. Speakers will include novelists A.S Byatt and Ian McEwan, science 

fiction writer Terry Pratchett, and Darwin biographer Janet Browne 
 

·  Evening and Fringe Events will  include music, theatre,  film, wining and dining. 
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Morning Talks and Debates Sessions 
WEST ROAD CONCERT HALL (LAW FACULTY LG19 FOR OVERFLOW) 
9.30-12.30 

 
Monday July 6 th 2009 Darwin’s Universal Impact 

The speakers will address, in broad terms, Darwin’s impact 
on culture, history, philosophy of science and evolutionary 
theory. 

Sir David Read (Sheffield, UK) Chair Vice President of the Royal Society (2003-2008). 
Dame Gillian Beer (Cambridge, UK) speaker Literary critic, author, Booker Prize judge. 
Richard Dawkins (Oxford, UK) speaker Evolutionary biologist, author of The Selfish 

Gene, The Blind Watch Maker and The God 
Delusion, TV and radio presenter. 

Elliott Sober (Wisconsin, USA) 

panelist Philosopher of science interested in fundamental 
concepts of evolutionary biology and in the logic 
of scientific inference. 

Jonathan Hodge (Leeds, UK) panelist Historian and philosopher interested in the 
theories of creation and evolution. 

Ludmilla Jordanova (London, UK) panelist  Historian, focusing on the cultural history of 
science and medicine, on gender and the family 
and on visual and material culture. 

 
 
Tuesday July 7 th 2009 Society and Health 

The speakers will consider race, gender and social 
behaviour. The Darwinian approach to social science will 
also be discussed as will the impact of Darwinism on 
medical practice. 

Matt Ridley (Newcastle, UK) Chair Science writer, author of Genome and Nature via 
Nurture. 

Randolph Nesse (Michigan, USA) speaker Evolutionary physician focusing on why selection 
leaves us vulnerable to disease.  

Sarah Hrdy (California, USA) speaker Anthropologist, primatologist focusing on 
cooperative behaviour. Walnut farmer. 

Evelyn Fox Keller (Massachusetts, USA) panelist Historian and philosopher of modern biology and 
gender in science. 

Sir Paul Nurse (New York, USA) panelist President of The Rockefeller University, Nobel 
Prize winner for studies on the control of cell 
division. Stargazer. Rides a Kawasaki. Flies a 
glider.  

Sir John Sulston (Manchester, UK) panelist Director of the Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute 
1992-2000; co-authored with Georgina Ferry The 
Common Thread, an account of the science, 
politics and ethics of the human genome project.  
Shared the Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine in 2002. 
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Wednesday July 8 th 2009 Human Nature and Belief 
Darwin dramatically changed the way that humans think about 
themselves, their place in the world and their beliefs. This 
session will consider religion, ethics, politics and science.  

Sarah Coakley (Cambridge, UK) Chair Systematic theologian and philosopher of religion. 
Daniel Dennett (Massachusetts, USA) speaker Philosopher and author of Freedom Evolves and 

Darwin's Dangerous Idea. Blueberry farmer, 
sculptor. 

John Hedley Brooke (Oxford, UK) speaker Historian of science and religion. Author of "Science 
& Religion: Some Historical Perspectives". Co- 
author (with Geoffrey Cantor) of Reconstructing 
Nature: The Engagement of Science and Religion. 

Philip Kitcher (New York, USA) panelist Philosopher of science focusing on the ethical and 
political constraints on scientific research, the 
evolution of altruism and morality, and the apparent 
conflict between science and religion. 

Robert J. Richards (Chicago, USA) panelist  Historian and philosopher of psychology and 
biology, currently focusing on evolutionary theory in 
Germany during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. 

Steve Jones (London, UK) panelist Evolutionary geneticist, author of The Language of 
the Genes, Almost like a Whale: The Origin of 
Species Updated and Y: the Descent of Men. TV 
presenter. 

 
 

Thursday July 9 th 2009 Darwin and Modern Science 
Darwinian thinking continues to have a remarkable influence 
on the conduct of modern science. This session will bring 
molecular biology and behavioral economics into the spotlight. 

Dame Jean Thomas (Cambridge, UK) Chair Biochemist focusing on the activation and 
repression of genes. 

Harold Varmus (New York, USA) speaker Nobel Prize winner for studies on the genetic 
basis of cancer. 

Herb Gintis (New Mexico, 
USA/Budapest, Hungary) 

speaker Behavioural economist, author of Game Theory 
Evolving. 

Chris Ponting (Oxford, UK) panelist Bioinformatician, compares the DNA sequence 
of the human, mouse, rat, fish and chicken 
genomes to understand the function and 
evolution of genes. 

Lord John Krebs (Oxford, UK) panelist Zoologist with special interest in ornithology. 
President of Jesus College, Oxford. 

Sir Peter Crane (Chicago, USA) panelist Plant scientist focussing on the integration of 
studies of living and fossil plants, in order to 
understand large-scale patterns and processes 
of plant evolution. Former Director of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew. 
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Friday July 10 th 2009 What does the Future Hold? 
Evolution is rooted in the past but not only is it of present-day 
importance, it is vital for meeting the future. The current crisis 
in biodiversity, the threat of pandemics, and the world of 
genetic manipulation with the dangers of eugenics, should be 
discussed in a Darwinian perspective.  We invite some of the 
world's leading experts to stand in Darwin's shoes, or on his 
shoulders, to address these and other related issues. 

Sir Brian Heap (Cambridge, UK)  chair Mammalian reproductive physiologist. Founding 
member of The International Society for 
Science and Religion. Flies a kite. 

Lord Martin Rees (Cambridge, UK)  speaker Cosmologist and Astrophysicist. President of 
the Royal Society. Author of Just Six Numbers: 
The Deep Forces That Shape the Universe and 
Our Final Century: Will the Human Race 
Survive the Twenty-first Century? 

Sir Brian Hoskins (Reading UK) speaker Climatologist. His research covers many areas 
of meteorology and has included the Indian 
monsoon and global warming.  

Carl Folke (Sweden) panelist Ecologist and social scientist focusing on 
ecosystems and regional sustainability. 

Cynthia Kenyon (San Francisco, 
USA) 

panelist Developmental geneticist studying how genetic 
changes can allow C. elegans, a microscopic 
worm, to exceed its normal lifespan. 

Hubert (Jim) Markl (Konstanz, 
Germany) 

panelist Sensory physiology and social behavior in 
animals; nature and environmental protection; 
Former President of the Max-Planck-Society of 
Germany. 

Lord Robert May (Oxford, UK) panelist Population dynamics, ecology and biodiversity. 
Former President of the Royal Society, Former 
UK Government Chief Advisor for Science.  
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Afternoon Focus sessions 
LAW FACULTY LG17, LG 18 LG19 and WEST ROAD CONCERT HALL 
2-3.30pm, 4-5.30pm 

 
Monday July 6 th 2009 afternoon 

 
Afternoon Focus Session 01: "On the Origin of Species": Speciation Studies Now 

Monday July 6th  2 - 3.30pm and 4 - 5.30pm 
Organiser: John Parker (Professor of Plant Cytogenetics; Director, Cambridge 
University Botanic Garden) 
Key concepts: biodiversity, reproductive isolation, population analysis, gene action, 
divergence. 

 
Speakers: 
David Kohn (American Museum of Natural History, New York, USA) 
Jim Mallet (University College London, UK) 
Allen Orr (University of Rochester, New York, USA) 
Sandy Knapp (Natural History Museum, London, UK) 
Loren Rieseberg (University of Indiana, USA) 
David Baulcombe (University of Cambridge, UK)  
 
 

Afternoon Focus Session 02: Theology in a Darwinian Context 
Monday July 6th  2 - 3.30 and 4 - 5.30 
Organisers: Fraser Watts (Director, Psychology and Christianity Project, Starbridge 
Lecturer in Theology and Natural Science, University of Cambridge), and Leon Turner 
(Research Associate, Faculty of Divinity, University of Cambridge). 
Key concepts: ritual, culture, altruism and the validity and function of religion. 
 
Chair: Sarah Coakley (Norris-Hulse Professor of Divinity, University of Cambridge, UK) 
Speakers: 
Philip Clayton (Claremont Graduate University and Claremont School of Theology, 
California, USA) 
Denis Alexander (University of Cambridge, UK) 
Fraser Watts (University of Cambridge, UK) 
Wentzel van Huyssteen (Princeton Seminary, USA) 
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Afternoon Focus Session 03: Darwin’s Infant Observations 
Monday July 6th   2pm onwards 
Organiser: Martin Richards. (Leverhulme Trust Emeritus Fellow, Centre for Family 
Research, University of Cambridge) 
Key concepts: the role of observation in the understanding of the psychology of infancy. 
 
Speakers: 
Sally Shuttleworth (Oxford University, UK) 
Ben Bradley (Charles Sturt University, Bathurst, Australia) 
Michael Lewis (Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, New Jersey, USA) 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday July 7 th 2009 afternoon 

 
Afternoon Focus Session 04: The Changing Views of Evolution 

Tuesday July 7th  2 – 3:30 and 4 – 5:30pm 
Organiser Sir Patrick Bateson (Emeritus Professor of Ethology, Department of Zoology, 
University of Cambridge) 
Key concepts: mate choice, adaptability, niche construction. 
 
Speakers: 
Greg Radick (University of Leeds, UK)  
Hanna Kokko (University of Helsinki, Finland) 
Peter Grant (Princeton University, New Jersey, USA) 
Kevin Laland (University of St. Andrews, Scotland) 
Scott Gilbert (Swarthmore College, Pennsylvania USA) 
Konstantin Anokhin (Russian Academy of Medical Sciences, Moscow). 
Eva Jablonka (Cohn Institute, Tel Aviv University, Israel) 

 
 

Afternoon Focus Session 05: The Evolution of Religion  
Tuesday July 7th  2 – 3:30 and 4 – 5:30pm 
Organisers:  Fraser Watts and Leon Turner (see above). 
Key concepts: faith, natural sciences and the dialogue that exists between them. 
 
Chair: Fraser Watts (University of Cambridge, UK) 
Speakers: 
Pascal Boyer (Washington University, St Louis, USA) 
David Sloan Wilson (Binghampton University, USA) 
Michael Ruse (Florida State University, USA) 
Harvey Whitehouse (University of Oxford, UK) 
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Afternoon Focus Session 06: Darwin, Darwinism and Eugenics 
Tuesday July 7th  2pm onwards 
Organiser: Martin Richards (see above). 

 
Chair: Alison Sinclair (Faculty of Modern and Medieval Languages Cambridge,    UK)  
Speakers: 
Diane Paul (University of Massachusetts, Boston, USA) 
Veronique Mottier (University of Lausanne, Switzerland & Jesus College, Cambridge, 
UK)  
Lesley Hall (The Wellcome Trust, London, UK) 
Jim Moore (The Open University, UK) 
 
 

Afternoon Focus Session 07: From Penny Post to Podcast 
Tuesday July 7th  2 – 3:30 and 4 – 5:30pm 
Organiser: Jim Secord (Professor History and Philosophy of Science, Director, Darwin 
Correspondence Project, University of Cambridge). 
Key concepts: the impact of the mode and speed of communication on the work of 
science then and now. 

 
Speakers: 
Janet Browne (Harvard University, USA)  
Jonathan Topham (Leeds University, UK) 
Steve Jones (University College, London) 
Iain McCalman (University of Sidney) 
Peter Bowler (Belfast, UK) 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday July 8 th 2009 afternoon 

 
Afternoon Focus Session 08: From Genomes to the Diversity of Life 

Wednesday July 8th  2 – 3:30 and 4 – 5:30pm 
Organiser: Michael Akam (Professor and Director of University Museum of Zoology)  
Key concepts: genetic change, embryonic development, natural variation 
 
Speakers: 
 
Sir Peter Crane (University of Chicago, Illinois, USA)  
Peter Holland (Department of Zoology, University of Oxford, UK)    
David Kingsley (Stanford, USA) 
David Stern (Princeton University, USA)  

      Mark Neff (National Institutes of Health, Washington DC, USA) 
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Afternoon Focus Session 09: Universal Darwinism 
Wednesday July 8th  2 – 3:30 and 4 – 5:30pm 
Organiser: Tim Lewens (History and Philosophy of Science, University of Cambridge) 
Key concepts: the nature and limits of natural selection, efforts to apply natural selection 
in the cultural realm via the concept of the meme. 
 
Chair: Tim Lewens (University of Cambridge, UK) 
Speakers: 
Peter Godfrey-Smith (Harvard University, Boston, USA) 
Evelyn Fox-Keller (MIT, Boston, USA) 
 
Chair: Matteo Mameli (KCL, UK) 
Speakers: 
Kim Sterelny (Australia National University Canberra, and Victoria University Wellington, 
NZ). 
Dan Sperber (Jean Nicod Institute, Paris, France) 
 
 

Afternoon Focus Session 10: Darwin on Stage, Darwin in Poetry  
Wednesday July 8th  2 – 3:30 and 4 – 5:30pm 
Organiser: Rebecca Stott (Professor of English, University of East Anglia)  
 
Part 1: Darwin on Stage  
Chair: Kirsten Shepherd-Barr (St Catherine’s College, Oxford, UK – author of Science on 
Stage) 
Craig Baxter (Playwright. Dramatist for Re:Design). 
Stuart Firestein (Columbia University, USA) 
Peter Parnell (Playwrite, New York) 
 
Part 2: Darwin in Poetry 
Chair: John Robert Holmes (Lecturer in Literature, University of Reading, UK) 
Ruth Padel (Poet and great great granddaughter of Darwin) 
John Barnie (Poet, fiction writer and essayist, Aberystwyth, Wales, UK) 
Kelley Swain (Writer, poet, author of Darwin’s Microscope, London, UK) 
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Thursday July 9th th 2009 afternoon 
 

Afternoon Focus Session 11: Understanding the Earth 
Thursday July 9th  2 - 3.30 and 4 - 5.30pm 
Organisers: David Norman. (Director, Sedgwick Museum of Earth Sciences, Lecturer in 
Evolutionary Palaeobiology and Vertebrate Evolution, University of Cambridge) and Jim 
Secord (Professor History and Philosophy of Science, Director, Darwin Correspondence 
Project, University of Cambridge). 
Key concepts: Darwin’s Beagle collections, observations and research. 
 
Speakers: 
Sandra Herbert (University of  Maryland, USA) 
Sally Gibson (Earth Sciences University of Cambridge, UK) 
Dennis Geist (University of Idaho, USA) 
Brian Rosen (The Natural History Museum, London, UK) 
Richard Fortey (The Natural History Museum, London, UK) 
 
 

Afternoon Focus Session 12: Darwin, Mind and Morality 
Thursday July 9th  2 – 3:30 and 4 – 5:30pm 
Organiser: Tim Lewens (see above) 
Key concepts: The Darwinian perspectives on ethics, emotions and morality. 
 
Chair: Sir Patrick Bateson (University of Cambridge, UK) 
Speakers: 
Paul Griffiths (University of Sydney, Australia) 
Philip Kitcher (Columbia University, New York City, USA) 
 
Chair: Hallvard Lillehammer (University of Cambridge, UK) 
Speakers: 
Richard Joyce (University of Sydney) 
Elliott Sober (University of Wisconsin, USA) 
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Afternoon Focus Session 13: Darwin and the Arts 
Thursday July 9th  2 – 3:30 and 4 – 5:30pm 
Organisers: Rebecca Stott and Jane Munro 
 
Part 1: Darwin and the arts 
George Levine (Emeritus Professor Rutgers University and Distinguished Scholar in 
Residence at New York University, USA) 
Rebecca Stott (Professor of English and Creative Writing, University of East Anglia, UK 
and author of Darwin and the Barnacle and Ghostwalk).  

 
Part 2: Darwin’s Impact on the visual arts 
Jane Munro (Fitzwilliam Museum, joint curator of the Endless Forms exhibition) 
Diana Donald (Joint curator of the Endless Forms exhibition) 
Fay Brauer (University of New South Wales, Australia) 
Barbara Larson (Associate Professor, University of West Florida, USA) 
Tom Lubbock (tbc Journalist and freelance art historian) 

 
 

Afternoon Focus Session 14: The Shadow of Darwin in Humanity Today 
Thursday July 9th  2 – 3:30 and 4 – 5:30pm 
Organiser: Robert Foley (Leverhulme Professor of Human Evolution, University of 
Cambridge) 
Key concepts: the extent to which our minds and behaviour bear the stamp of our 
evolutionary history; human difference. 
 

Speakers: 
Marta Mirazon Lahr (University of Cambridge, UK) 
Richard Wrangham  (Harvard University,USA) 
Chris Stringer (The Natural History Museum, London UK) 
Kristen Hawkes, (University of Utah, USA) 
Jaume Bertranpetit, (University of Pompeu Fabra, Spain) 
Daniel Nettle (University of Newcastle, UK) 

 
 
 
 

Friday July 10 th 2009 afternoon 
 

Afternoon Focus Session 15: New Trends in Darwin Studies 
Friday July 10th  2 – 3:30 and 4 – 5:30pm 
Fred Burkhardt was the founder and general editor of the Darwin Correspondence 
Project, he died aged 95 in September 2007. 
 
Speakers: 
Frank Sulloway (University of California, Berkeley, USA) 
Eveleen Richards (University of Sydney, Australia)  
Marwa Elshakry (Harvard University, USA) 
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Darwin 2009 Festival: Fringe, Afternoon and Evening  Events,  
Day by Day 
 
 
Fringe: 

Film: Sunshine. The Cambridge Film Trust at The Arts Picturehouse 
Wednesday 1 st July 2.30pm   
Director: Danny Boyle. Starring: Cliff Curtis, Chipo Chung, Cillian Murphy, Michelle Yeoh. 
UK/USA 2007. 107 mins.  
The films have been funded by the Gulbenkian Foundation, and the Wellcome Trust. Four of 
the films have also been produced with Channel 4, and will be broadcast as part of their '3 
minute wonders' series in February. 
Screenings of other films and film shorts are being planned for July 1st, 4th, 5th, 8th,11th and 
15th. Tickets: £6.60 available from the Cambridge Arts Picturehouse (38-39 St Andrew's 
Street) at 0871 704 2050 / www.picturehouses.co.uk  
 
 

Celebration Lecture: Darwin and the entrepreneurial decision-making process 
Friday 3 th  July 6:30 - 8pm 
Judge Business School, Cambridge 
Hosted by The Cambridge Darwin Festival, in collaboration with the Centre for 
Entrepreneurial Learning (CfEL) and La Caixa. 
“It is not the strongest of the species that survives, nor the most intelligent that survives. It is 
the one that is the most adaptable to change” Charles Darwin (12 February 1809 – 19 April 
1882) 
 This quote encapsulates a key Darwinian principle that can be applied successfully not only 
to the biological but also to the business world. In particular, it can help to explain the special 
role of entrepreneurs and their approach to risk taking behaviour which, for good or ill, sets 
them apart from others. The lecture will refer to research published late last year in Nature in 
which it is assertedthat 'hot' decision-making - involving the evaluation of reward and 
punishment - is essential to the entrepreneurial process and may be possible to teach. 
 Plus: Special video link up with audience in Barcelona, Spain, supported by La Caixa! 
 
 
Fringe: 

Film: Inherit the wind. The Cambridge Film Trust at The Arts Picturehouse 
Saturday 4 th July 2:30pm   
Director: Stanley Kramer. Starring: Spencer Tracy, Fredric March, Gene Kelly, Dick York. 
USA 1960. 128 mins. 
The films have been funded by the Gulbenkian Foundation, and the Wellcome Trust. Four of 
the films have also been produced with Channel 4, and will be broadcast as part of their '3 
minute wonders' series in February. 
Screenings of other films and film shorts are being planned for July 1st, 4th, 5th, 8th,11th and 
15th. Tickets: £6.60 available from the Cambridge Arts Picturehouse (38-39 St Andrew's 
Street) at 0871 704 2050 / www.picturehouses.co.uk  
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Fringe: 
Film: Darwin’s Nightmare. The Cambridge Film Trust at The Arts Picturehouse 

Sunday 5 th July 2:30 - 4pm   
Director: Hubert Sauper. Austria 2004. 107 mins. Exploring the effects of the introduction of 
a new fish into Lake Victoria, this incisive documentary presents a damning analysis of the 
global economic and political interests at play in one of Africa's most beautiful and fertile 
regions. Often filming undercover, Sauper and his collaborator Sandor Rieder gained 
unprecedented access to many of the people involved, producing a broad ranging exposé 
that has the deceptively intimate feel of an ethnographic study. (Cert TBC) 
The films have been funded by the Gulbenkian Foundation, and the Wellcome Trust. Four of 
the films have also been produced with Channel 4, and will be broadcast as part of their '3 
minute wonders' series in February. 
Screenings of other films and film shorts are being planned for July 1st, 4th, 5th, 8th,11th and 
15th. Tickets: £6.60 available from the Cambridge Arts Picturehouse (38-39 St Andrew's 
Street) at 0871 704 2050 / www.picturehouses.co.uk  
 
 
Fringe: 

Opening Reception: Evolving Darwin’s Gaze 
Sunday 5 th July 3 – 4:30pm   
King's Art Centre, Kings College, King's Parade, Cambridge 
The installation uses computer-based Darwinian evolutionary to evolve families of related 
generative portraits that strive to resemble Darwin's gaze from Collier's 1883 portrait (at 
Cambridge in the Fitzwilliam during the show) where portraits can favour wider creative 
artistic exploration over dogged resemblance.  
Meet the artist and interact with the evolved artwork. Refreshments will be served. See 
www.darwinsgaze.com for details. 
Admission: free 
 
 
Fringe: 

Film: Darwin’s Originals: Shorts. The Cambridge Film Trust at The Arts Picturehouse 
Sunday 5 th July 6 - 7pm   
Directors: Lemn Sissay, Graeme Miller, Henry Montes, Curious, Lucy Cash, Bobby Baker, 
Anne Bean, Ackroyd & Harvey. UK 2009. 24 mins. FREE EVENT (Cert TBC) 
Poetic, unorthodox, political, humorous and unexpected, Darwin Originals is a series of eight 
artists' films inspired by the life, work an legacy of Darwin. The films explore the artists' 
personal fascinations with Darwin, from the meals Emma Darwin prepared for her invalid 
husband to the continent of plastic waste in today's Pacific Ocean, and from Darwin's 
'thinking path' at Down House to the genetics of red hair. 
The films have been funded by the Gulbenkian Foundation, and the Wellcome Trust. Four of 
the films have also been produced with Channel 4, and will be broadcast as part of their '3 
minute wonders' series in February. 
Screenings of other films and film shorts are being planned for July 1st, 4th, 5th, 8th,11th and 
15th. Tickets: £6.60 available from the Cambridge Arts Picturehouse (38-39 St Andrew's 
Street) at 0871 704 2050 / www.picturehouses.co.uk  
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Grand Opening Event: University Botanic Garden 
Sunday 5 th  July 6:30pm 
The Festival will be opened by Alison Richard, Vice Chancellor of the University of 
Cambridge; there will also be presentations from Bruce Alberts, Editor in Chief of Science 
magasine, and Stephen Bourne, Chairman and CEO of Cambridge University Press  
Sold out 
 
 

Debate: The Darwin Biopharma Debate  
Monday 6 th July (pm tbc)  
Cambridge Union Society in Cambridge, hosted by MedImmune, the biologics business of 
AstraZeneca and one of the proud sponsors of the Darwin 2009 Festival 
"This house believes that a greater share of future therapeutic breakthroughs will evolve 
from biologic research than from small molecule research."  
This event is a unique opportunity to link Darwin’s ideas on evolution to a debate that 
continues within the biopharmaceutical industry - whether future breakthroughs will most 
likely be made through drugs based on protein-based biologic compounds or small chemical 
molecules. Through this debate, MedImmune are keen to engage in discussion with 
scientists with varied experience and perspectives within the biopharmaceutical industry. 
Speakers include Dr. Bill Haseltine, Dr. Melanie Lee, Dr. Kevin Johnson and Prof. Paul 
Workman, and the debate is chaired by Dr. Andy Richards. Prof. Sir Greg Winter will deliver 
the closing remarks. This is an invitation-only event, and will be attended by biotechnology 
and pharmaceutical leaders. 
 
 
Fringe: 

Storytelling: Tangled Stories 
Monday 6 th July  6:30 -  8pm   
The Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Downing Street, Cambridge   
A small and informal event for all. An opportunity to exchange words, departing from themes 
in and around the Darwin 2009 celebrations. A welcoming and receptive environment in 
which to voice your experience and imagination – or simply come along to listen and soak 
up what others have to say. All welcome, with minds open. Perhaps some of the Museum 
exhibits might even have their say... 
This event is free of charge. 
 

 
Lecture: Darwin’s Biography by Janet Browne 

Monday 6 th July 7:30pm 
West Road Concert Hall 
Janet Browne (Harvard University, USA) specializes in life sciences, natural history, and 
evolutionary biology from the 17th to the 20th century. Prize winning author of the two-
volume biography, Charles Darwin: Voyaging (1995), Charles Darwin: The Power of Place 
(2002).  
Tickets £10 from www.Darwin2009festival.com/ 01223 765440 
 
 



  

 16 

Fringe: 
Exhibition: Seeing the Light: Finch by Finch 

Tuesday 7 th July from 1 – 1:30pm, and again from 2:30 – 3:30pm , Special tours for 
Festival delegates, and on Thursday 9th July. Also on Weekdays 10am - 4.45pm, Saturdays 
11am - 4pm.  
Museum of Zoology, Downing Street 01223 336 50 
An exhibition of cast glass by Tolly Nason, based on accurate studies of the Gálapagos 
specimens integral to Darwin’s theory of Natural Selection. 
The Museum holds hold a number of specimens that Darwin collected and worked with, and 
many of these are now displayed for the first time in a special exhibit located in the lower 
gallery of the Museum. Other Darwin specimens can be found among the main collections of 
the upper and lower galleries, highlighted with special labels.  
 
 
Fringe: 

Debate: The Triple Helix Darwin Festival Schools Debates and Performance 
Tuesday 7th  July  3 – 5pm  
Leverhulme Centre for Human Evolutionary Studies, the Henry Wellcome Building, 
Fitzwilliam Street, Cambridge 
The Triple Helix Darwin Festival Schools Debates and Performance is a series of debating 
workshops involving six undergraduates and 12 sixth-formers from schools around the 
region. The workshops culminate in the final debating performance. There will be three 
debates: 

·  Should great apes have the same rights as humans? 
·  Humans versus pathogens – who will win the evolutionary arms race? 
·  Designer babies – what would Darwin think?This event is free of charge 

This event is free of charge 
 
 
Fringe: 

Film: BBC Documentary: Did Darwin Kill God? 
Tuesday 7 th July  5:45 – 7:45pm   
Mill Lane Lecture Room 3, Mill Lane, Cambridge  
The Faraday Institute will be putting on a showing of the BBC documentary Did Darwin Kill 
God?, which will be introduced by the Presenter, Conor Cunningham, who will also answer 
questions afterwards. 
This event is free of charge. 
 
 

Exhibition: Endless Forms.  
Tuesday 7 th July  6 - 8pm, a private view for Festival delegat es 
The Fitzwilliam Museum 
June 16th until October 4th 2009, 10am-5pm Tuesday-Saturday, 12-5pm Sunday.  
An exhibition of paintings, drawings, prints, photographs, sculpture, taxidermy and fossils, 
describing Darwin’s impact on the visual arts. Juxtaposing works of art with fascinating 
scientific material, and uniting world-renowned masterpieces by artists such as Monet, 
Degas, Cézanne and Landseer with intriguing works by lesser-known artists, Endless Forms 
encourages a radical reappraisal of nineteenth-century art. 
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Music: The Darwin Quartet by The Fitzwilliam String Quartet  
Tuesday 7 th July  7:30pm 
The Fitzwilliam Museum 
The acclaimed Fitzwilliam String Quartet will perform The Darwin Quartet. 
The Darwin 2009 Festival in collaboration with the Cambridge Music Festival, has 
commissioned a new work by geologist and composer, John Ramsay CBE.  
Sold out 
 
 
Fringe: 

Music: The Rap Guide to Evolution  
Tuesday 7 th July 7:30 – 9pm and on 10th July  
The Leverhulme Centre for Human Evolutionary Studies   
In 2008 Dr Mark Pallen, author of The Rough Guide to Evolution, asked Baba Brinkman if he 
would “do for Darwin what he had done for Chaucer” and Brinkman happily took up the 
challenge. 
The Rap Guide to Evolution explores the history and current understanding of Darwin’s 
theory, combining hilarious remixes of popular rap songs with clever lyrical storytelling that 
covers natural selection, artificial selection, sexual selection, group selection, unity of 
common descent, and evolutionary psychology. Dr Pallen has vetted the entire script for 
scientific and historical accuracy, making it a powerful teaching tool as well as a laugh-out-
loud comedy experience. The show also engages directly with challenging questions about 
cultural evolution, asking the audience to imagine themselves as the environment and the 
performer as an organism undergoing a form of live adaptation.  
This event is sponsored by the Leverhulme Centre for Human Studies. Free of charge. 
 

 
Conversations and Readings: Sir Terry Pratchett and Jack Cohen 

Tuesday 7 th July 7:30pm 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Lecture Theatre 
Sir Terry Pratchett  (novelist, Carnegie Medal winner, author of the Disc World books) and 
Jack Cohen (University of Warwick, reproductive biologist, author of The Privileged Ape, 
Reproduction and Living Embryos) will discuss their most recent co-authored book, The 
Science of Discworld 3: Darwin's Watch. 
Tickets £10 from www.Darwin2009festival.com/ 01223 765440 
 
 

Exhibition: Charles Darwin: Becoming a Geologist: Sedgwick Museum of Earth 
Sciences 

Wednesday 8 th July from 1 - 1.30pm, Special tours for Festival d elegates , and on Friday 
10th July, also Open daily 10am - 1pm, 2 - 5pm, Saturday 10am – 4pm.  
Sedgwick Museum of Earth Sciences 
A new permanent exhibition revealing how Charles Darwin settled on a career in geology 
after studying medicine in Edinburgh and despite having signed up for a general degree in 
preparation for the clergy at Cambridge. It details the tools that Darwin would have used and 
the work he produced as a field geologist in the 1830s and on his Beagle voyage.  
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Fringe: 
Film: Angels and Insects. The Cambridge Film Trust at The Arts Picturehouse 

Wednesday 8 th July 3pm   
Director: Philip Haas. Starring: Mark Rylance, Kristin Scott Thomas, Patsy Kensit, Jeremy 
Kemp. USA/UK 1995. 117 mins. Peter Raby of the University of Cambridge will introduce the 
screening. 
The films have been funded by the Gulbenkian Foundation, and the Wellcome Trust. Four of 
the films have also been produced with Channel 4, and will be broadcast as part of their '3 
minute wonders' series in February. 
Screenings of other films and film shorts are being planned for July 1st, 4th, 5th, 8th,11th and 
15th. Tickets: £6.60 available from the Cambridge Arts Picturehouse (38-39 St Andrew's 
Street) at 0871 704 2050 / www.picturehouses.co.uk  
 
 
Fringe: 

Film: Darwin’s originals: Shorts. The Cambridge Film Trust at The Arts Picturehouse 
Wednesday 8 th July 6pm   
Directors: Lemn Sissay, Graeme Miller, Henry Montes, Curious, Lucy Cash, Bobby Baker, 
Anne Bean, Ackroyd & Harvey. UK 2009. 24 mins. FREE EVENT 
The films have been funded by the Gulbenkian Foundation, and the Wellcome Trust. Four of 
the films have also been produced with Channel 4, and will be broadcast as part of their '3 
minute wonders' series in February. 
Screenings of other films and film shorts are being planned for July 1st, 4th, 5th, 8th,11th and 
15th. Tickets: £6.60 available from the Cambridge Arts Picturehouse (38-39 St Andrew's 
Street) at 0871 704 2050 / www.picturehouses.co.uk  
 
 
Fringe: 

Book Launch: Desmond and Moore: Darwin’s Sacred Cause, Race Slavery and the 
Quest for Human Origins 

Wednesday 8 th July 6pm 
Heffer’s Bookshop  
Darwin’s Sacred Cause revolutionizes our understanding of Darwin's path to human 
evolution. New insights from fresh sources have driven Darwin scholars Desmond and 
Moore to re-thing the basis of Darwin's theories, providing a completely new explanation of 
how Darwin came to his shattering views on human origins.  
This event is free of charge no booking necessary 
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Conversations: Darwin in Fiction  
Wednesday 8 th July 7:30pm 
Cambridge Corn Exchange 
Dame A.S. Byatt (novelist; author of Angels and Insects and Possession) in conversation 
with Dame Gillian Beer (University of Cambridge, UK author of Darwin’s Plots). Introduced 
by Rebecca Stott. 
and 
Ian McEwan (novelist; author of Saturday, Enduring Love, Atonement and On Chesil Beach) 
in conversation with David Amigoni (Keele University, UK, and author of Colonies, Cults and 
Evolution). Introduced by David Clifford. 
Tickets £20 and £15 from www.Darwin2009festival.com/ 01223 765440 
 
 
Fringe: 

Dance-theatre: Darwin's Notebook 
Wednesday 8 th July 7:30 – 8:30pm 
University Museum of Zoology, Downing Street, Cambridge  
SIN Cru presents Darwin's Notebook, a piece of spectacular site-specific dance-theatre and 
live art. Through sporadic bBoyin’ to electric Body Poppin’, you will be taken on a tour of the 
Museum of Zoology, to witness some of Darwin's theories in action. More jaw-dropping than 
Ben Stiller’s Night at the Museum, Darwin’s Notebook features the up-and-coming talents of 
SIN Cru's Participate programme and the champion JNR Sinstars! Not to be missed! 
Admission: Donations 
 
 
Fringe: 

Play: This View of Life by Matt Wilkinson: ADC Theatre 
Wednesday 8 th July 7:45pm; and 9th–11th July, 10:30pm; 10th July 2009, 2:30pm 
ADC Theatre, Park Street, Cambridge  
This View of Life is the story of one man’s struggle to give Darwin’s revelation to the people, 
and to find meaning in this most wondrous and dangerous of ideas. 
Tickets: £9 and £7 available from the ADC Theatre. 01223 300085 / www.adctheatre.com 
 
 
Fringe: 

Play: 1859 – A Meeting of Poets & Scientists by Rani Drew 
Wednesday 8 th July 8pm until 10th July 
Judith E Wilson Drama Studio, West Road, Cambridge  
A short play celebrating 150 years of science and poetry joining forces against the orthodoxy 
of religion, and highlighting the contemporary political and colonial events that were taking 
place in other parts of the world. 
Admission: Donations. 
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Fringe: 
Exhibition: Seeing the Light: Finch by Finch 

Thursday 9 th July from 1 – 1:30pm, and again from 2:30 – 3:30pm , Special tours for 
Festival delegates . Also on Weekdays 10 – 4:45, Saturdays 11 - 4pm.  
Museum of Zoology, Downing Street 01223 336 50 
An exhibition of cast glass by Tolly Nason, based on accurate studies of the Gálapagos 
specimens integral to Darwin’s theory of Natural Selection. 
The Museum holds hold a number of specimens that Darwin collected and worked with, and 
many of these are now displayed for the first time in a special exhibit located in the lower 
gallery of the Museum. Other Darwin specimens can be found among the main collections of 
the upper and lower galleries, highlighted with special labels.  
 
 
Fringe: 

Lecture: Voyaging to the Beagle, Letters: Henslow, Darwin and the Philosophical 
Society 

Thursday 9 th July 5:30pm 
Bristol- Myers Squibb Lecture Theatre - The Cambridge Philosophical Society Lecture 
Talk by John Parker (Director of the University Botanic Garden)  
This event is free of charge no booking necessary 

 
 
Fringe: 

Lecture and Demonstration: Darwin, Creativity and Evolutionary Programming 
Thursday 9 th July 6 – 7pm 
King's Art Centre, Kings College, King's Parade, Cambridge 
Can you bring the ghost (creativity) out of the machine (the computer) using the ghost of 
Charles Darwin – both his namesake evolutionary discoveries and portrait gaze? Cognitive 
scientist, Steve DiPaola, will discuss and demonstrate his work recently highlighted in the 
journal Nature, and shown at the MIT Museum which combines research on human 
creativity with evolutionary computer algorithms. The goal is to create computer algorithms 
that are creative on their own (for use in science, art and design) but in doing so learn more 
about what makes human’s creative. See www.darwinsgaze.com for details. 
This event is free of charge 
 

 
Festival Celebration Dinner at Kings College 

Thursday 9 th July 7pm 
After-dinner addresses by Sir David Attenborough and Richard Leakey 
Sold out 
 
 



  

 21 

Fringe: 
Play: Darwin's Notebook 

Thursday 9 th July 7:30pm 
The Junction, Clifton Way, Cambridge, 01223 511 511 / www.junction.co.uk 
SIN Cru presents its theatre adaptation of Darwin's Notebook, a piece of spectacular dance-
theatre and live art created for and around the Museum of Zoology. Through sporadic 
bBoyin' to electric Body Poppin', you will be taken on a tour of the Museum of Zoology, to 
witness some of Darwin's theories in action. More jaw-dropping than Ben Stiller's "Night at 
the Museum", Darwin's Notebook features the up and coming talents of SIN Cru's 
Participate programme and the champion JNR Sinstars! Not to be missed!  
Tickets: £8 and £5 
 
 
Fringe: 

Play: Re:Design: Cambridge ADC Theatre 
Thursday 9 th July 7:45pm, and on 10th and 11th July  
A dramatisation of Darwin’s correspondence with the devoutly Christian Harvard botanist, 
Asa Gray. 
Adapted by Craig Baxter, performed by The Menagerie Theatre Company and directed by 
Paul Bourne. 
Tickets: £6 and £5 from the ADC Theatre www.adctheatre.com/01223 300085  
 
 
Fringe: 

Performance poetry: Evolving Words  
Thursday 9 th July 8pm  
The Junction Studio, Clifton Way, Cambridge  
A show case of exciting and innovative work resulting from Darwin-inspired creative writing 
and performance workshops taking place between January and July 2009. This is a national 
project, sponsored by the Wellcome Trust. 
Darwin. School Bullies. Natural Selection. Eugenics. Evil Genes. The Dating Game. 
Mothers. Individual Significance and everything in between. Polarbear- one of the most 
exciting spoken word poets in the UK - and scientist/ anthropologist, Djuke Veldhuis, have 
worked with six aspiring young performance writers to create spoken word pieces that 
question how evolutionary theory applies to real life. This is a one-off special event that we’ll 
all leave talking about. 
Tickets £5 and £3 from The Junction: www.junction.co.uk / 01223 511 511 
 
 
Fringe: 

Play: 1859 – A Meeting of Poets & Scientists by Rani Drew 
Thursday 9 th July 8pm until 10th July 
Judith E Wilson Drama Studio, West Road, Cambridge  
A short play celebrating 150 years of science and poetry joining forces against the orthodoxy 
of religion, and highlighting the contemporary political and colonial events that were taking 
place in other parts of the world. 
Admission: Donations. 
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Fringe: 
Play: This View of Life by Matt Wilkinson: ADC Theatre 

Thursday 9 th July 10:30pm ; and on 10th  – 11th July 
ADC Theatre, Park Street, Cambridge  
This View of Life is the story of one man’s struggle to give Darwin’s revelation to the people, 
and to find meaning in this most wondrous and dangerous of ideas. 
Tickets: £9 and £7 available from the ADC Theatre. 01223 300085 / www.adctheatre.com 
 
Explorer: 

Exhibition: Charles Darwin: Becoming a Geologist: Sedgwick Museum of Earth 
Sciences 

Friday 10th July from 1 - 1:30pm, Special tours for  Festival delegates   Open daily 10am 
-1pm, 2 – 5pm, Saturday 10am – 4pm.  
Sedgwick Museum of Earth Sciences 
A new permanent exhibition revealing how Charles Darwin settled on a career in geology 
after studying medicine in Edinburgh and despite having signed up for a general degree in 
preparation for the clergy at Cambridge. It details the tools that Darwin would have used and 
the work he produced as a field geologist in the 1830s and on his Beagle voyage.  
 
 
Fringe: 

Play: This View of Life by Matt Wilkinson: ADC Theatre 
Friday 10 th July 2:30pm ; and on11th July 
ADC Theatre, Park Street, Cambridge  
This View of Life is the story of one man’s struggle to give Darwin’s revelation to the people, 
and to find meaning in this most wondrous and dangerous of ideas. 
Tickets: £9 and £7 available from the ADC Theatre. 01223 300085 / www.adctheatre.com 
 
 
Fringe: 

Lecture: Darwin and the Descent of Emotionally Modern Man: How humans became 
such ‘other-regarding’ Apes 

Friday 10 th July 4:30 – 6pm 
Department of Social Anthropology, Free School Lane, Cambridge [map ref **] 
A 50-minute illustrated lecture by Professor Sarah Blaffer Hrdy (Department of Anthropology, 
University of California, Davis, USA). 
This event is free of charge 
 
 
Fringe: 

Workshop: Evolution to Rap 
Friday 10 th July 4:15 – 5:15pm  
Leverhulme Centre for Human Evolutionary Studies, Henry Welcome Building, Fitzwilliam 
Street.  
What are the current theories in evolutioinary psychology? How did the use of crative 
language evolve? And, more importantly, how has rap developed as an art form that caters 
to our instincts for "displays of verbal acuity", of which rhyme is a primary example? Join the 
Festival Fringe's one and only rapper Baba and find out what rapping is really all about.  
Registration at the door £5. 
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Fringe: 
Music: The Rap Guide to Evolution  

Friday 10 th July 7:30 – 9pm  
Michaelhouse cafe, Cambridge  
In 2008 Dr Mark Pallen, author of The Rough Guide to Evolution, asked Baba Brinkman if he 
would “do for Darwin what he had done for Chaucer” and Brinkman happily took up the 
challenge. 
The Rap Guide to Evolution explores the history and current understanding of Darwin’s 
theory, combining hilarious remixes of popular rap songs with clever lyrical storytelling that 
covers natural selection, artificial selection, sexual selection, group selection, unity of 
common descent, and evolutionary psychology. Dr Pallen has vetted the entire script for 
scientific and historical accuracy, making it a powerful teaching tool as well as a laugh-out-
loud comedy experience. The show also engages directly with challenging questions about 
cultural evolution, asking the audience to imagine themselves as the environment and the 
performer as an organism undergoing a form of live adaptation. 
Tickets: £8 available on the door 
 
 
Fringe: 

Play: Re:Design: Cambridge ADC Theatre 
Friday 10 th July 7:45pm, and on Saturday 11th 2:30pm 
A dramatisation of Darwin’s correspondence with the devoutly Christian Harvard botanist, 
Asa Gray. 
Adapted by Craig Baxter, performed by The Menagerie Theatre Company and directed by 
Paul Bourne. 
Tickets: £6 and £5 from the ADC Theatre www.adctheatre.com/01223 300085  
 
 

Music and Poetry: Life Laughs Onward: West Road Concert Hall 
Friday 10 th July 8pm 
Susan Gritton (soprano), Iain Burnside (piano) and Ruth Padel (poet). 
A recital exploring Darwin's own backbone shiver and what his work seems to have liberated 
among composers and poets in a post-Darwinian age: - how to make sense of beauty and 
nature, and how his ideas may have affected our understanding of music now. Music will 
include Handel, Schubert, Finzi and Vaughan Williams (Darwin's great nephew). Ruth Padel 
will read from her latest book- 'Darwin: A Life in Poems. 
Tickets £20 from www.Darwin2009festival.com/ 01223 765440 
 
 
Fringe: 

'Comedy: Carole Jahme is Sexually Selected! 
Friday 10 th July 8pm 
The Junction, Clifton Way, Cambridge 
This is a one-woman comedy show using authentic evolutionary psychology to find an alpha 
male and an alpha female from the audience. A light, comic relief from the more formal side 
to Darwinian thought. 
Tickets £10 and £8 available from The Junction www.junction.co.uk/ 01223 511511 
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Fringe: 
Play: 1859 – A Meeting of Poets & Scientists by Rani Drew 

Friday 10 th July 8pm until 10th July 
Judith E Wilson Drama Studio, West Road, Cambridge  
A short play celebrating 150 years of science and poetry joining forces against the orthodoxy 
of religion, and highlighting the contemporary political and colonial events that were taking 
place in other parts of the world. 
Admission: Donations. 
 
 
Fringe: 

Film: The Golden Compass. The Cambridge Film Trust at The Arts Picturehouse 
Saturday 11 th July 2:30pm   
Director: Chris Weitz. Starring: Nicole Kidman, Daniel Craig, Eva Green, Sam Elliott. USA 
2007. 113 mins. 
The films have been funded by the Gulbenkian Foundation, and the Wellcome Trust. Four of 
the films have also been produced with Channel 4, and will be broadcast as part of their '3 
minute wonders' series in February. 
Screenings of other films and film shorts are being planned for July 1st, 4th, 5th, 8th,11th and 
15th. Tickets: £6.60 available from the Cambridge Arts Picturehouse (38-39 St Andrew's 
Street) at 0871 704 2050 / www.picturehouses.co.uk  
 
 
Fringe: 

Play: Re:Design: Cambridge ADC Theatre 
Saturday 11 th July  2:30 pm and 7:45pm  
A dramatisation of Darwin’s correspondence with the devoutly Christian Harvard botanist, 
Asa Gray. 
Adapted by Craig Baxter, performed by The Menagerie Theatre Company and directed by 
Paul Bourne. 
Tickets: £6 and £5 from the ADC Theatre www.adctheatre.com/01223 300085  
 
 
Fringe: 

Film: A space Odyssey. The Cambridge Film Trust at The Arts Picturehouse 
Wednesday 15 th July 8:30pm   
Director: Stanley Kubrick. Starring: Leonard Rossiter, Keir Dullea, Gary Lockwood. USA 
1969. 150 mins. 
The films have been funded by the Gulbenkian Foundation, and the Wellcome Trust. Four of 
the films have also been produced with Channel 4, and will be broadcast as part of their '3 
minute wonders' series in February. 
Screenings of other films and film shorts are being planned for July 1st, 4th, 5th, 8th,11th and 
15th. Tickets: £6.60 available from the Cambridge Arts Picturehouse (38-39 St Andrew's 
Street) at 0871 704 2050 / www.picturehouses.co.uk  
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Fringe: 
Play: This View of Life by Matt Wilkinson: ADC Theatre 

Saturday 11 th July 10:30pm  
ADC Theatre, Park Street, Cambridge  
This View of Life is the story of one man’s struggle to give Darwin’s revelation to the people, 
and to find meaning in this most wondrous and dangerous of ideas. 
Tickets: £9 and £7 available from the ADC Theatre. 01223 300085 / www.adctheatre.com 
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Throughout the week: Fringe Festival and Explorer S essions  
 
 
Fringe: 

Street Performances 
6th - 10th July 2009, Open: daily, 12:30 – 4pm 
Various city centre locations (if wet, performances will take place in the Grand Arcade).  
Be entertained, surprised and amazed by a cornucopia of street entertainment during the 
Festival week, which will be taking place at several locations throughout the city centre.  
Why not learn something from the Festival’s Darwinian characters when you encounter them 
in the street, or let our street comedians bring a smile to your face? And be sure not to miss 
our street performers’ interpretations of the evolution of juggling, popular music, jazz and the 
voice.  
 
At the time of going to print, the sparkling line up includes: 
 
Andi Pandi: mind reading 
Baba Brinkman: rap 
Carole Jahme: theatre 
Darwin's Peers: conversations 
John Nations: comedy juggling 
Malpensantos: 60s-70s popular music 
Matt Wilkinson: theatre 
Pif-Paf: walkabout theatre 
Sonic Manipulator: sonic rap 
 
Chela: ancient polyphonic song 
Chela, the Cambridge Georgian Choir, sing ancient polyphonic song from the Caucasus. 
Established in Cambridge in 1997 in the Armour-Brown sitting-room, they sing secular and 
sacred music from the huge wealth of Georgian folk song. They are led by Derek Wilcox. 
 
Women of Note: newly composed to world music 
Women of Note (www.womenofnote.org) is a small friendly women's choir who meet weekly 
to sing all kinds of songs from newly composed to world music. They sing a capella, learning 
all their songs by ear from their leader Charlie Thomson. In 2009 they celebrate 15 years of 
singing together. 
 
 
Explorer: 

The University Botanic Garden 
Open daily 10am  – 6pm in the summer months. During the Darwin Festival, the Garden 
will be open late on Wednesday 8th July until 8pm. 
The heritage-listed Botanic Garden was originally conceived by Professor John Henslow, the 
mentor and teacher of Charles Darwin, whose recommendation secured Darwin’s position 
as naturalist on the voyage of the Beagle.   
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Explorer: 
Exhibition: Darwin’s Student Rooms: Christ’s College 

Times/Dates tbc 
Darwin’s rooms will be on display along with a small exhibition of papers and artifacts. The 
college has commissioned a sculpture of the young Charles Darwin, which will be displayed 
in a newly planted ‘Darwin’ garden.  
 
 
Explorer: 

Exhibition: Charles Darwin: Becoming a Geologist: Sedgwick Museum of Earth 
Sciences 

Open daily 10am -1pm, 2pm – 5pm, Saturday 10am – 4p m. Special tours for Festival 
delegates will take place on Wednesday 8th and Friday 10th July from 1 – 1:30pm 
Sedgwick Museum of Earth Sciences 
A new permanent exhibition revealing how Charles Darwin settled on a career in geology 
after studying medicine in Edinburgh and despite having signed up for a general degree in 
preparation for the clergy at Cambridge. It details the tools that Darwin would have used and 
the work he produced as a field geologist in the 1830s and on his Beagle voyage.  
 
 
Explorer: 

Exhibition: Darwin’s microscope  
Open: weekdays only, 12:30 – 4:30pm 
The Whipple Museum 
Darwin’s microscope will form the centerpiece of a new display at the Whipple Museum that 
will explore both Darwin’s lifelong fascination with microscopy and the history of popular 
images of Darwin and Darwinism. 
 
 
Fringe: 

Exhibition: Seeing the Light: Finch by Finch 
Weekdays 10am - 4.45, Saturdays 11am - 4pm. Special tours for Festival delegates will 
take place on Tuesday 7th and Thursday 9th July from 1 – 1:30pm, and again from 2:30 – 
3:30pm 
Museum of Zoology, Downing Street 01223 336 50 
An exhibition of cast glass by Tolly Nason, based on accurate studies of the Gálapagos 
specimens integral to Darwin’s theory of Natural Selection. 
The Museum holds hold a number of specimens that Darwin collected and worked with, and 
many of these are now displayed for the first time in a special exhibit located in the lower 
gallery of the Museum. Other Darwin specimens can be found among the main collections of 
the upper and lower galleries, highlighted with special labels.  
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Fringe: 
Darwin Walking Tour 

Dates times in Festival week tbc 
A new guided tour has been developed by Cambridge city Blue and Green badge guides 
with the help and support of Christ’s College and the Cambridge Tourist office 
The tour takes approximately 2 hours and includes Christ’s College, a visit to his rooms and 
to the new memorial garden, the Sedgwick Museum, Zoology Museum and the Fitzwilliam 
Museum. Numbers on each tour are strictly. Tickets may be booked in advance through the 
Tourist Office  (tel:01223 457574, email:tours@cambridge.gov.uk) Prices:  Adults £8.50 
Child:  £6.00. 
 
 
Explorer: 

Exhibition: Endless Forms. The Fitzwilliam Museum 
June 16 th until October 4 th 2009, 10am - 5pm Tuesday-Saturday, 12 - 5pm Sunday .  
A Private view for Festival delegates will take place on Tuesday 7th July 6 – 8pm 
An exhibition of paintings, drawings, prints, photographs, sculpture, taxidermy and fossils, 
describing Darwin’s impact on the visual arts. Juxtaposing works of art with fascinating 
scientific material, and uniting world-renowned masterpieces by artists such as Monet, 
Degas, Cézanne and Landseer with intriguing works by lesser-known artists, Endless Forms 
encourages a radical reappraisal of nineteenth-century art. 
 
 
Fringe: 

Exhibition: ‘Images of Change’ 
June 26 th until July 8 th 2009, Open: daily, 9am - 10:30pm 
The University Centre, Main Dining Hall, Granta Place, Cambridge  
An exhibition of the winning entries of the Darwin Festival Fringe and Cambridge News 
Online Photography Competition, which depict the photographers’ view of change through 
the lens. During the Festival week, prizes kindly donated by Cambridge News, Cambridge 
University Photography and Illustration Service, the University Centre Riverside Restaurant, 
Heffers (Cambridge), Digital Camera magazine and Jessops (Cambridge) will be handed out 
to the winning photographers at an award-giving ceremony in the University Centre.  
This event is free of charge 
 
 
Fringe: 

Exhibition: ‘(En)tangled Word Bank’ 
June 26 th until July 10 th 2009, Open: daily, 9am – 10:50pm 
The University Centre, Main Dining Hall, Granta Place, Cambridge [map ref **]  
A collaboration between designer Stefanie Posavec (www.itsbeenreal.co.uk/), who works for 
Penguin Books, and Greg McInerny, an ecologist at Microsoft Research, Cambridge. 
Visualizations that bring words out of line and illustrate the development of The Origin of 
Species through the six editions produced during Darwin's life. 
This event is free of charge 
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Fringe: 
Exhibition: A Voyage of Discovery  

June 27 th to July 18 th 2009 
Wednesday to Saturday 10:30am to 5:30pm 
Broughton House Gallery, 98 King Street. 
Exhibition by Helen Birmingham, artwork inspired by Charles Darwin 
(Broughton House Gallery is the home of the Gwen Raverat Archive (Gwen Raverat was 
Charles Darwin's granddaughter). 
 
 
Fringe: 

Film: Angels and Insects, other films and film shorts. The Cambridge Film Trust at  
The Arts Picturehouse 

Wednesday 1 st , Saturday 4  th, Wednesday 8 th 3pm, Saturday 11  th, and Wednesday 15  th 
July 
Screenings of ‘Angels and Insects’ and other films and film shorts. 
The films have been funded by the Gulbenkian Foundation, and the Wellcome Trust. Four of 
the films have also been produced with Channel 4, and will be broadcast as part of their '3 
minute wonders' series in February. 
Tickets: £6.60 available from the Cambridge Arts Picturehouse (38-39 St Andrew's Street) 
0871 704 2050 / www.picturehouses.co.uk  
 
 
Fringe: 

Exhibition: The Colour of Courtship: Murray Edwards College, Huntingdon Road  
July 5 th to August 4 th 2009, 10am- 6pm daily 
Exhibition by Catherine Mary Stewart 
 
 
Explorer: 

Exhibition: A Voyage Around the World: The University Library 
July 6 th until December 2009 
Cambridge University Library houses the world's major archive of Darwin manuscripts, 
books and letters. This exhibition explores the Beagle voyage as a pivotal experience in 
Darwin’s life; it was born out of his studies at Cambridge, and his specimens and notes were 
sent back to Cambridge and disseminated from there.  The exhibition will reunite Darwin's 
manuscripts and specimens from the University's collections, many of them not seen in 
public since the voyage, and show how his experiences on the Beagle played an essential 
role in the formulation of Darwin’s theories throughout the rest of his life.  The exhibition will 
be coordinated with temporary and permanent exhibitions throughout the University's 
departments and museums and together, these will provide an unparalleled opportunity to 
explore Darwin's life and work. 



 

 
 Festival at a glance: Day Sessions (West Road Concert Hall and Law Faculty) 

 
Dates and times of exhibitions and tours are listed ‘Throughout the week’ pages. 

 Sunday July 5 th  Monday July 6 th  Tuesday July 7 th   Wednesday July 
8th  Thursday July 9 th  Friday July 10 th  

Morning 10:00-17:00  
The University Centre, 
Mill Lane 
Registration  
 

9:30 -12:30 
WRCH/LAW LG19 
 
 
Darwin’s Universal 
Impact 

9:30 -12:30 
WRCH/LAW LG19 
 
Society and Health  
 

9:30 -12:30 
WRCH/LAW LG19 
 
 
Human Nature and 
Belief  
 

9:30 -12:30 
WRCH/LAW LG19 
 
 
Darwin and Modern 
Science   

9.:30am -12:30 
WRCH/LAW LG19 
 
What does the 
Future hold?  

 WRCH 
01: "On the Origin of 
Species": Speciation 
Studies Now 

WRCH 
04: The Changing 
views Evolution 

WRCH 
08: From Genomes to 
the Diversity of Life 

WRCH 
11: Understanding the 
Earth 

WRCH 
15: New Trends in 
Darwin Studies 

 LAW LG19 
02: Theology in 
Darwinian Context 

LAW LG19 
05: The Evolution of 
Religion 

LAW LG19 
09: Universal 
Darwinism 

LAW LG19 
12: Darwin, Mind and 
Morality 

 

 LAW LG18 
03: Darwin’s Infant 
Observations 

LAW LG18 
06: Darwin, Darwinism 
and Eugenics 

LAW LG18 
10: Darwin on Stage, 
Darwin in Poetry 

WR LR2 
13: Darwin and the 
Arts 

 

Afternoon 
Monday-Thursday 
14:00-15:30 and 
16:00-17:30 
 
Session 03 
14:00-15:10 and 
15:40-18:00 
 
 
Friday:14:00-15:15 
and 15:45-16:30 

  LAW LG17 
07: From Penny Post 
to Podcast 

 LG18 
14: The Shadow of 
Darwin in Humanity 
Today 

 



  
 
Festival at a glance: Fringe and Evening Events (See locations on map) 
 

Monday July 6 th  Tuesday July 7 th  Wednesday July 8 th  Thursday July 9 th  Friday July 10 th  Saturday July 11 th  

 13:00-13:30 and 
14:30-15:30 
ZOOLOGY MUSEUM 
 

Special tour exhibition: Seeing 
the Light: Finch by Finch 

13:00 – 13:30  
SEDGWICK MUSEUM OF EARTH 
SCIENCES 
 

Special tour: Becoming a 
Geologist 

13:00-13:30 and 
14:30-15:30 
ZOOLOGY MUSEUM 
 

Special tour exhibition: Seeing 
the Light: Finch by Finch 

13:00 – 13:30  
SEDGWICK MUSEUM OF EARTH 
SCIENCES 
 

Special tour: Becoming a 
Geologist 

 

tbc 
CAMBRIDGE UNION SOCIETY 
 

The Darwin Biopharma Debate 
 

15:00 – 17:00 
LEVERHULME CENTRE FOR 
HUMAN EVOLUTIONARY 
STUDIES 
 

Debates: The Triple Helix 
Darwin Festival Schools 
Debates and Performance 

15:00 
ARTS PICTUREHOUSE 
 

Film: Angels and Insects 

17:30 
BRISTOL-MYERS SQUIBB 
LECTURE THEATRE 
 

Lecture: Voyaging to the 
Beagle Letters, by John Parker 

14:30 
ADC THEATRE 
 

Play: This View of Life by Matt 
Wilkinson 

14:30 
ADC THEATRE 
 

Play: Re-Design 

18:30 – 20:00 
MUSEUM OF ARCHEOLOGY 
AND ANTHROPOLOGY 
 

Tangled Stories 
 

17:45 – 19:45 
MILL LANE LT3 
 

Film: BBC Documentary: Did 
Darwin kill God? 

18:00 
ARTS PICTUREHOUSE 
 

Film: Darwin’s Originals: 
Shorts 

18:00 – 19:00 
KING’S ART CENTRE 
 

Lecture: Darwin, Creativity and 
Evolutionary Programming 

15:30 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL 
ANTHROPOLOGY 
 

Lecture: Darwin and the 
Descent of Emotionally 
Modern Man 

14:30 
ARTS PICTUREHOUSE 
 

Film: The Golden Compass 

19:30  
WEST ROAD CONCERT HALL 
 

Lecture: Darwin’s Biography 
by Janet Browne 

18:00 – 20:00 
FITZWILLIAM MUSEUM 
 

Private view exhibition: 
Endless Forms 

18:00 
HEFFER’S BOOKSHOP 
 

Book Launch: Desmond and 
Moore 

19:00 
KING’S COLLEGE 
 

Festival Celebration Dinner 

16:15-17:15 
THE  LEVERHULME CENTRE 
FOR HUMAN EVOLUTIONARY 
STUDIES 
 

Workshop: Evolution to Rap, 
with Baba Brinkman 

19:45 
ADC THEATRE 
 

Play: Re-Design 

 19:30 
FITZWILLIAM MUSEUM 
 

Music: The Fitzwilliam String 
Quartet 

19:30 
CORN EXCHANGE 
 

Conversations: Darwin in 
Fiction with Dame A.S. Byatt, 
Dame G. Beer, I. McEwan and 
D. Amigoni 

19:30 – 20:30 
ZOOLOGY MUSEUM 
 

Dance-theatre: Darwin’s 
Notebook with Sin Cru 

19:30 – 21:00 
MICHAELHOUSE CAFE 
 

Rap: The Rap Guide to 
Evolution, with Baba Brinkman 

20:30 
ARTS PICTUREHOUSE 
 

Film: A Space odyssey 

 19:30 – 21:00 
THE  LEVERHULME CENTRE 
FOR HUMAN EVOLUTIONARY 
STUDIES 
 

Music: The Rap Guide to 
Evolution, with Baba Brinkman 

19:30 – 20:30 
ZOOLOGY MUSEUM 
 

Dance-theatre: Darwin’s 
Notebook with Sin Cru 

19:45 
ADC THEATRE 
 

Play: Re-Design 

19:45 
ADC THEATRE 
 

Play: Re-Design 

22:30 
ADC THEATRE 
 

Play: This View of Life by Matt 
Wilkinson 

 19:30 
BRISTOL-MYERS SQUIBB LT 
 

Conversations and Readings 
with Sir Terry Pratchett and 
Jack Cohen 

19:45 
ADC THEATRE 
 

Play: This View of Life by Matt 
Wilkinson 

20:00 
THE JUNCTION 
 

Performance Poetry: Evolving 
Words 

20:00 
WEST ROAD CONCERT HALL 
 

Concert and Performance: Life 
Laughs Onwards with S. 
Gritton, I. Burnside and R. 
Padel 

 

  20:00 – 21:00 
JUDITH E. WILSON DRAMA 
STUDIO 
 

Play: 1859 – A meeting of 
Poets and Scientistts, by Rani 
Drew 

20:00 – 21:00 
JUDITH E. WILSON DRAMA 
STUDIO 
 

Play: 1859 – A meeting of 
Poets and Scientistts, by Rani 
Drew 

20:00 – 21:00 
JUDITH E. WILSON DRAMA 
STUDIO 
Play: 1859 – A meeting of 
Poets and Scientistts, by Rani 
Drew 

 

   22:30 
ADC THEATRE 
 

Play: This View of Life by Matt 
Wilkinson 

20:00 
THE JUNCTION 
 

Comedy: Carole Jahme is 
Sexually Selected! 
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Darwin 2009 Festival: Sponsorship Opportunities 
 
Sponsorship of the Darwin Festival offers a unique opportunity to link your brand to an event 
with major local, national and international profile.  A range of packages and opportunities 
are available both covering the Festival as a whole or specific elements of the programme. 
Whether you would like to raise your profile by linking your brand with ours, taking 
advantage of our advertising opportunities and exhibition space, or by supporting our 
community programme, the Darwin Festival can help!  Sponsors can also benefit from 
privileged access to high-profile opportunities for corporate hospitality, enabling you to meet 
experts in a diverse range of fields and to build your profile with University graduates and 
faculty members.    
 
We would be delighted to discuss your requirements in detail in order to develop a package 
that best suits your needs.  
 
 
The Organisation 
 
The Festival is the central academic event of the University’s 800th anniversary. An 
organizing committee, chaired by Professor Sir Patrick Bateson, manages the Festival. The 
Finance Director is Professor John Parker, Programme Director is Miranda Gomperts and 
Event Manager is Kathryn Lawrence. A Development Board, chaired by Andrew Richards 
further supports the Festival.  
 
Formal links and collaborations have already been established with a range of organisations that 
will assist with the promotion of the Festival and in some cases deliver outreach activities to 
enhance the programme. These include, Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge Assessment, The 
Royal Institution, The Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute, Cold Spring Harbour, The Round House 
Studios, the Local Education Authority, the Cambridge Music Festival, Cambridge Arts 
Picturehouse, Library House, The British Council (collaborations on World Conference of 
Science Journalists 2009, Youth Summit 2009 and Biblioteca Alexandrina, Egypt in September 
2009), The Natural History Museum, The Naked Scientists, Allen Lane (Penguin) Publishers, 
and Deloitte. 
 
 
Press 
 
The University of Cambridge Office of External Affairs and Communications has recently 
recruited Myriad PR to manage publicity and marketing of all the University’s Darwin events 
across the year. All press enquiries for the Festival should now be directed to Donna 
Semmens email: donna.semmens@myriadpr.com; phone: +44 1353 669 939 

 
 
 
 


